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To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 

The following was found among papers, books, accounts, &c. of the 
late Dr. Dateno, proper to his office as librarian of the P. E, 
Society for the advancement of Christianity. It would seem to have 
been written at intervals of leisure, at the library, with @ view to a com- 
pliance, which not a year before his death he expressed himself desirous 
to render, with a request which the, Bishop had made of him and other 
Presbyters, that they would severally hold themselves ready for the 


, call he might make on them, to deliver, at ordinations of Deacons, a 


short address, or exhortation to the candidate, in correspondence with 
the requisftion of the rubric. This little production was found on loose 
sheets, and evidently unfinished. It is thought, however, that the cir- 
cumstances mentioned may give it interest; and that candidates for 
Deacon’s orders may possibly, in some instances, profit of the amiable 
and pious counsel of one, who, though dead, may be permitted thus to 
speak unto them of that Divine master, whose Church and truth he so ar- 
dently and anxiously loved. A FRIEND OF THE DECEASED. 


“And when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.—Acrts vi. 6. 

In the rubric prefixed to the office of Ordination, the Church has 
made this solemn declaration: “ Itis evident unto all men diligently 
reading holy. Scripture, and ancient authors, that from the apostles’ 
time, there have been three orders of ministers in Christ’s Church : 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.” In this -declaration, the Church has 
either deliberately erred, or we must find in the Bible, and in the wri- 
tings of the primitive Christians, the evidence of the same order of the 
ministry, as it is established in the Church at the present day. The fact 
is important. The Church believes that it has no more power to change 
the form and character of the sacerdotal orders, as instituted by apos- 
tolical authority, than it has to alter the form of baptism, and the supper 
of the Lord, as they are instituted by the Saviour of the world. The 
Church in all ages, has never doubted the fact, that the three orders of 
the ministry may be proved from the Scriptures, with as much cer- 
tainty as the doctrine of the Trinity, or the observance of the Lord’s day 
on the first day of the week. Under the firm persuasion of this great 
trath, the Church, in one of its prayers at the ordination of a Deacon, 
acknowledges the fact: “Almighty God, who by thy Providence has 
appointed divers orders of ministry in thy Church.” And again ; at the 
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ordination of a Priest, and the: consecration of a Bishop: “Almighty 
God, giver of all good things, who by the Holy Spirit hast appointed 
divers orders of ministers in thy Church.” In these addresses to the 
Almighty, we not only declare in his presence, and in the presence of 
his congregation, that there are different orders, or degrees, in the minis- 
terial office ; but we likewise assert, that these orders or degiees, were 
instituted by the authority of God himself. The Scriptural evidence of 
this, I will now, very briefly lay before you. 

St. Paul, in his epistle to the Corinthian Church, declares, that the 
ministering servants of the Most High, are the “ambassadors of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.” If they are ambassa- 
dors and stewards, they must be commissioned by that power whom 
they represent and serve. They must be appointed by him, in whose 
uame, and by whose authority, they are to act, forSt. Paul further 
observes: “‘ We pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God:” 
in his name: in his stead: by virtue of his commission and authority, 
we earnestly solicit you to be reconciled toGod, whom you have oflended 
py your sins. The ministers of God, then, must receive their commis- 
sion from him. As their office is spiritual, so must be their appointment. 
Jesus Christ gave the first commission in person. None, therefore, but 
hfs spiritual officers, acting in his name, and by his authority, can convey 
a valid commission. All the kings and potentates on earth, united, as 
such, cannot confer the lowest order of the Christian ministry. The 
Commission must come through the divinely-appointed channel, the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. No one can lawfully convey 
to anotheg, an office which he was not empowered to bestow: nor can 
any one take upon himself the ministerial office ; or lawfully receive it 
from secular authority: for in that case they would be the ministers of 
men, and not the ambassadors of Jesus Christ. ‘‘ No man,” says St. 
Paul, “ taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron; who, notwithstanding his designation by God himself, was, 
nevertheless, consecrated to the ministerial office by his prophet, whom 
he authorized for that purpose.” The same apostle likewise says, that 
“ Jesus Christ glorified not himself to be made a High Priest, but he that 
said unto him: thou art my son, to-day have I begotten thee.” So that 
the Son of God himself, entered not upon the duties of bis ministry, 
until he was publicly commissioned by the everlasting Father. lt mat- 
ters not, my brethren, what the attainments of an individual may be; tt 
matters not that he feels an assurance of devotedness to the cause of the 
Saviour, and of his call to preach the glad tidings of salvation to a lost 
and a ruined world, still, he must have an outward and visible appoint- 
ment from the hands of these who have been, through an uninterrupted 
succession from the Head of the Church, consecrated for this purpose: 
Even an extraordinary measure of Divine grace, is not sufficient, of It 
self, to authorize any individual, to take upon himself the ministerial 
office, without receiving a valid ordination. This ‘is the divinely- 
appointed means, aiid the only appointed mens, of conferring the sacer- 
dotal character and office, under the great head of the Church. We 
read in the chapter whence the text is taken, that notwithstanding >t 
Peter, the proto-martyr, was “ full of faith, and of the Holy Ghost,” yet 
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to render his ministry valid, he required the imposition of apostolic 
hands. This is the first ordination recorded in the New Testament; 
and affords us the testimony of the Holy Spirit to the important fact, that 
although the people may recommend, yet, it is the peculiar office of the 
superior order of the ministry, to coafer spiritual authority in the Church 
of Christ. 

The necessity of a valid ordination, will not, perhaps, be questioned, 
although some may not be correctly informed, as to the ordaining power. 
“All power,” said the Saviour of the world, “is given unto me in 
heaven, and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you. As my Father hath sent me, even sosend I you; and 
lo, lam w ith you alway, even untothe end ofthe world.’’ The Father 
sent the Sov to call a Charch out of the world, and to appoint over it the 
officers necessary for its spiritual government, and, under Gon, of its 
prosperity. So, in like manner, the Son sent the apostles for the same 
purposes. “As my Fatherhath sent me, even so send I you.’ That 
the power of conferring the sacred ofhce, was committed to the apostles 
and their successors, and to them alone, is plainly to be inferred from the 
Saviour’s declaration: ‘* Lo, lam with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” ‘According to the ordinary course of nature, this was im- 
possible : for the apostles were but mortal men; and in about seventy 
years after this commission was given, they had all paid the debt of 
nature. The Saviour’s declaration, therefore, can only be understood 
to have reférence to the office which they filled, and which was to con- 
tinue until the consummation of all things. So long as there shall be on 
earth one redeemed soul to be saved, so long will the sacerdotal office be 
necessary for administering the ordinances of religion; and so long will 
the Saviour be present with his Church, in spirit ‘and i in power, to “bless 
his own instituted means of grace.; The apostles being thus authorized 
to ordain fit persons for the work of the ministry, instituted the sa- 
ered order of WVeacons. In the chapter before us we read, that the 
Grecian proselytes complained, that in the distribution of alms, the 
Hebrew proselytes were more favoured than they. To remove 
all cause of complaint,+the apostles dtrected the disciples “to look 
out from among them, seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, whom the apostles might appoint over that bu- 
siness.”” When selection was made, seven men were set before the 
apostles, who praye d, and laid their hands on them. It has been 
said by non- -episcopalians, that these men were ¢ appointed solely to dis- 
pense alms to: the poor, and were mere secular officers in the Church. 
But it appears most reasonadle to believe, that so solemn a preparation, 
and such an imposing form of appointment, was not necessary to set 

apart a few “honest men,” to collect and disburse the charitable do- 
nations of the pious. It surely, my brethren, did not require men “ full 
of faith,” of “ wisdom,” and of the “ Holy Ghost,” to perform this very 
simple duty. Ifthey were “honest men,” we should think it was suf- 
ficient for the puopose. We may, therefore, reasonably conclude, that 
the apostles appointed them for some more important services, than the 
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mere distribution of alms, which we subsequently find to nave been ac- 
tually the fact. We find that Philip, who was one of the number of 
those on whom the apostles laid their hands, baptized the Eunuch, 
(Acts viii. 31,) and that Stephen, of whom it is said that he was “ ful] 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost,’” was another of that number, and Jost his 
life for preaching the Gospel of his crucified Lord. We have the most 
incontrovertibie evidence, that Deacons did not usurp the ministerial 
character, and perform duties which did not -belong to their office : for 
we find, that after Philip, one of those on whom the apostles had laid their 
hands, had converted and baptized the people of Samaria, the apostles, 
Peter and John, went down, not to forbid his interfering in the minis- 
terial office : not to give a valid baptism to his converts: but to confirm 
them by the imposition of their hands. That no doubt might remain as 
to the office which Philip sustained in the Church, he is significantly 
called one of the seven: thus plainly intimating, that their office was 
not secular, but ministerial. But we have still further evidence of this 
fact. St. Paul, in his charge to Timothy, who had been consecrated 
Bishop of the Church at Ephesus, gives him very important direetions 
‘concerning its government, and the character and qualifications of those 
who were to be ordained to the sacred office. ‘“ These things I write 
unto thee,” says St. Paul, “ that thou mayest know how thou oughtest 
to behave thyself in the house of God.’? The qualifications for a Dea- 
con were these: “ Likewise must Deacons be grave: not double 
tongued: not given to much wine: not greedy of filthy lucre : holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also be 
proved; then let them use the office of a Deacon, being found blame- 
less. Even so must their wives be grave: not slanderers: sober; 
faithful in all things. Let the Deacous rule their children, and their 
own houses well. For they that have used the office of a Deacon well, 
purchase to themselves a good degree.’ These requisitions are nearly 
the same as those for a Priest. Now, my brethren, can it possibly be 
believed, that such requirements are necessary for men, merely ap- 
pointed to distribute among the poor, the charitable offerings of 
the pious Christian? What influence could the character of a 
man’s family, if he himself were honest, have over the mere recety- 
ing and paying away of money? What prohation could be necessary 
to acquire the ability to dispense alms ¢ Why were the Deacons required 
to rule their own families well, if not to prove their ability, after 
due probation and preparation, to rule the spiritual family of the Lord ! 
What “ degree,” could a mere collector of alms “ purchase to himself,” 
in such an employment, however faithful he might be? None that I can 
conceive. But we can readily understand, that if he had faithfully and 
usefully discharge: the solemn duties of the lowest order of the sacred 
office, he might be promoted to another, and an higher “degree” of the 
ministry. It was in relation to their spiritual character, that they were 
required not ta set their mind upen the attainment of worldly riches, but 
to hold fast the faith delivered to them; to have a pure aud unsullied 
conscience before God and man: living a holy life, and making them- 
selves and their families, living patterns of piety and virtue, to the pec- 


ple where they dwell. 
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Having now briefly shown, that the Order of Deacons is a ministerial 
ofice, I would willingly continue, in conformity with the rubric, to show 
that the same fact would be evident to those who diligently read ancient 
authors, but the time will not permit. Nor is it, indeed, especially 
necessary, for what is plainly oe by the Scriptures, needs no other 
proof. 

It therefore now only remains for me to say to you, my young friends, 
who are now about to ‘be invested with the sacred office of a Deacon, 
that it will be scarcely necessary to repeat to you the counsels and ad- 
monitions which have so often been given to you during your prepa- 
ration for holy orders. As they have been, I trust, the subject of your 
most serious meditations, and earnest prayers; I will, therefore, but 
briefly observe, that you are from henceforth to surrender all the fa- 
culties of soul and body, to the service of your Lord and Saviour. As 
he charged his disciples to be wise as serpents, and harmless as doves, 
so must his ministering servants be, in a gainsaying world. Let deep 
humility, charity, and all the graces of the Christian character, be ex- 
emplified in your whole life and conduct. Let your prayers unceasingly 
ascend to the throne of grace, for the souls committed to your care. 
The office now about to be conferred’ upon you, has been chosen by 
yourself; [ trust, in the fear of God, abstracted from every worldly 
feeling or interest : the greater, therefore, will be your condemnation, if 
you discharge its duties dece ‘itfully. The vows which you are now about 
to take upon yourself, are of no ordinary import ; the *y will be made in 
the presence of God.our Saviour, and his Church; and their exact. ac- 
complishment will be required. The great object of the sacerdotal 
office, is the glory of God’s name, in the salvation of the souls of mem 
Nothing must withdraw your attention from the cause in which you are 
aboutto eneage. _Itis a cause, involving lite, or death, eternal. [t must 
be your meat and drivk to do the will of Him, who, we trust; has dis- 
posed your heart, and all its affections, to his service. You must spend 
and be spent in the service, and labonr with singleness of heart, to fulfil 
the expectations of the Church, in consenting to your ordination. The 
harvest of your Lord and Saviour is ripe, and your share of the .in- 
gathering must be cheerfully performed. You are to be a pattern to 
the flock over whom the Holy (thost has made you an overseer, in every 
thing which is virtuous, pious, and charitable. You must dis play in your 
own life, all the excellencies of the everlasting Gospe ‘of the Son of 
God; that so you may, both in your public and private character, daily 
win sonls to Christ. You must feed the lambs, as well as the shee D, of 
God’s flock. Endeavour that nothing be lost, which is placed in your 
hands. For eve ry one which is lost, by your negligence, or improper 
spiritual food, you will be held ace ountable, at the bar of Christ. _Let 
the world see, in your character and conduct, that the Gospel which you 
preach to others, is the rule ef your own life; and that it has made you, 
more eminently, the servant of God; withdrawn your affections from 
the world ; more de votedly attached to things of the eternal world; and 
more desirous of promoting the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; 
and of endeavouring to pull down the kingdom of Sin, and Satan, and 
Death. You are required, by a divinely authorized counsellor, to show 
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yourself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth ; shunning profane and vain babblings, 
which will increase but unto ungodliness. Let not the vanity of secular 
learning, induce you to preach yourself, instead of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Take for your example, the great apostle of the Gentiles, who 
declared, to his Corinthian converts, ‘“‘ lam determined to know nothing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucitied ; through whom alone. 
we receive remission of our sins, and can hope for everlasting salvation,” 
Remember, that although Paul may plant, and Apollos water, yet it js 
God alone who giveth the increase. But, my young friends, well may 
you say, with an apostle, “ Who is sufficient for these things.” No 
earthly power can give you strength, under the painful trials of the 
ministerial office. Your sufficiency must be from God. And you are 
well aware, I trust, of the necessity of imploring the gracious influence 
of the Holy § Spirit, in giving you wisdom, and power to declare boldly 
all the counsel of God ; and disposing the hearts of his people to receive 
with meekness the ingrafted word, which is able to cause their souls 
alive. 

And inthe last place, [ intreat you continually to bear in mind, 
awful responsibilities of the office with which you are about to be in- 
vested, and the evil consequences which will result from the negligent 
performance of its duties. “Son of Man,” said the Almighty, by his 


prophet Ezekiel, “I have’ made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel; therefore, hear the word of my mouth, and give them warning 
from me. When I say unto the wicked: thou. shalt surely die, and 
thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 


evil way, to save his life; the same wicked man will die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand.” 

May you, my brethren, ponder these things in vour hearts, and may 
God Almighty graciously enable you, faithfully to perform the arduous 
and important duties you are now-about to assume, to the honour and 
glory of his great name, and the salvation of your own soul. And re 
member, that your own earthly respectability and usefulness will be in 
proportion to your earnest endeavours to promote the everlasting 


interests of the people, to whom you are appointed to minister. 
ee = 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


A PAGE FROM A NEW-YEAR’S SERMON, 1837. 

In reflecting. on the occurrencess of the year, and the Divine mercy, 
by which they have been controled, we ought not to overlook the gra- 
cious provisiou, which has been constantly ministered unto us by the 
institutions of our Church. It is a great privilege ; many in heathen 
lands, many in Christian countries, even in our own country, would so 
consider it, to have the ordinances of the Gospel statedly administered, 
as they have been in this Church, without the least interruption, during 
the year past. Consider how large 4 number of your fellow men are 
destitute of these advantiges, or have them sp: aringly. Consider what 
would be your feelings if you should be de ‘prive .d of them, in a small 
degree, and then you will estimate the occasivn there is for devout jey 
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and thanksgiving, in the recollection to which | have adverted. But, 
they are serious inquiries. Are you the better for these continued valu- 
able op portunities ! Have you ‘availed yourselves of them to their full 
extent / Has the temple never been opened, nor the holy table spread, 
when you might have been present, and were vot—allured from your 
improvement by some worldly consideration, or by an apathy which 
ought to alarm you, as it shews that you are too indifferent to your 
highest welfare—to your everlasting concerns. Ah, there are some, 
who, in the chamber of sickness, or a distant land, have sighed for the 
house and altar, which others use not, or coldly value. It gives me 
leasure to have noticed the presence on prayer days of a few males, 
alas too few!) and. several children, of ’ both sexes, who have been in- 
fluenced by pious parents, and, | trust, their own good sense and good 
feelings, to meet us in these courts of the Lord—this school for happi- 
ness and for heaven. But, brethren, when in these spiritual scenes, have 
they, as they ought, engrossed your attention, and filled your heart 4 
Has there been no time, when your body has been here, and your spirit 
in another place! Should Divine Provide ence, in his mercy, continue to 
us another year ie? ‘nieans of grace,” may he enable us suitably to 
value them! May we so improve them as to find in them our best 
comfort, and a sure passport, through the mediation of our blessed. 
Redeemer aud Intercessor, to the heavenly Canaan! To some per- 

US, the wn iformity ot our prayers and praise Ss, the antiquity of our 
customs and our strict adherence to them, the sobriety of our regulations 
and of our demeanour in the house of God, and, in general, the quiet, 
deep, but not impassioned, character of the piety of the members of our 
Church, may appear objectionable. They woulé prefer frequent 
chanees as to the time and mode of worship—bei ing ever desirous to see, 
to hear, and to te llLof some new thing. They look for the Lord, not 
inthe still small voice, but in the earthquake and the fire. Their reli- 
gious meetings are held, not from necessity, as in the days of perse- 
cution, but from choice, in the open air, at unseasonable hours—and in 
private houses, rather than in the house of God. We judge them not. 
But let us be content, and pray for grace to keep the eveu tenor of our 
way. Let us beware of mistaking passion for piety, and excited sym- 
jad thy for Divine Inspire ation and sanctification. Let us continue 10 
walk in the old paths, in which so many have found rest to their souls in 
time, and, as we fully believe, that rest which remaineth for the people 
ol God. 


inn 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 





PROPOSED CATECHISM 
Te be used by the Teachers in the Keligious Instruction ef Persens of Celour- 
LESSON VI. 
ON THE SACRAMENTS. 
“How many Sacraments hath Christ ordained,” &c.?) Answer as ip 
the Catechism. 
Who ordained the Sacraments? Christ himself. 
For whose use? ‘The use of “ His Church.” ’ 
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What does “Church” here mean? The disciples of Christ. 

Is it a duty to come to these Sacraments ? Certainly : for the Son 
of God said that we must. 

Which Sacrament must you come to first? Baptism. 

Why ? Because the Lord’s Supper is only for the members of Christ. 

When are you made a “ member of Christ?” At my baptism. 

Who are to baptize, and give the Lord’s Supper ? Ministers only. 

Who are regular Ministers? Those ordained by Bishops. 

Ought you to be baptized? Yes: for the Scripture says, “ Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you.” 

Ought you to bring children to baptism? Yes: for the Scripture 
says, ‘‘ The promise is unto you, and to your children,” 

What does the Redeemer say? ‘Suffer the little children to come 
unto me.”’ 

Now he is in heaven, how are you to bring them to him? By having 
them baptized. ' 

Ought you to come to the Supper of the Lord? Yes: for he has 
said, “ Do this.”’ ° 

What does the Church say? That the Sacraments are “ generally 
necessary.” 

_ What does that mean? That we must go to them, if we can get 
them. . 

‘ What meanest thou, by this word Sacrament?’ Answer as in the 
Catechism. 

What do you say a Sacramentis? A signs 

How does Christ speak to us ix the Sacraments? By signs. 

What are these signs! Water in one Sacrament, aud bread and 
wine in the other. 

How do spoken words teach you? Through my ears. 

How do signs teach you! Through my eyes. 

What are the Sacraments signs of! “ Inward and spiritual grace.” 

And how do we get it? Itis “ given to us.” 

By whom! The Sacraments are ordained by Christ himself. 

Why didhe do so? Asa means for us to receive grace. 

What do the words “the same,”’&c., in your answer mean! They 
mean, the same inward and spiritual grace, which is given in the Sacra- 
ments. 

Ought you to thank God for the “ means of grace?’ Yes; and sol 
am taught in the “General thanksgiving.” [Let the teacher turn to it.] 

What is a pledge? The same as an earnest. 

What is that? It is a promise, not by words, but by something given. 
2 Cor. i. 22, v. 5. Eph. i. 14. 

What are the Sacraments pledges of ? Spiritual grace. 

What does the word “thereof,” in your answer mean?! It means, 
of that inward and spiritual grace, which is assured to us by the Sacra- 
ments. 

What do you mean by assured ? Promised by God; for his word 
standeth sure. 

‘What do God’s pledges, given you in the Sacrament, shew? His 
great love to me. 
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How then ought you to feel to God for these Sacraments? Truly 
thankful. 

“How many parts are there in a Sacrament?’ Answer as in the 
Catechism. 

What is said about the sign, ina Sacrament¢ That it is “ outward 
and visible.” 

What does that mean? I can-touch it, and see it. 

What is said about the erac e given ina Sacrament? That it is “ in- 
ward and spiritual.” 

What does that mean? It does good to my inward part, or soul. 

How ean you know you have it? By finding I am better than I was, 
Matt. viii. 20. John iii. 8. 

“ What is the outward visible sign, &c.?"’ Answer as in the Cate- 
chism. 

What is the water a sign of? The means by which alone my heart 
car be made clean. ' 

How is the heart cleansed, of sin? By “ inward and spiritual grace.’ 
Zech. xiii. I. Heb. ix. 14, x. 29, xii24. 1 Peteri.2 1 John i, 7. 
Rev. 1. 5. Col.ie 14. 

What then does the water of Baptism teach you? That I am sinful, 
and must be always looking to God’s Spirit to make me holy. 

In whose natne were you [or are you to be] baptized? “ In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and ‘of the Hoiy Ghost.” 

Why is Baptism in that way? It is Christ’s command. 

What do those words teach yout That.there are three persons in the 
one Godhead. 

What is the inward and spiritual grace in Baptism ? Answer as in the 
Catechism. 

What is “a death uuto sin?’ Being freed from it. Romans vi. 7. 

What is “a new birth unio righteousness? To begimto live unto 
cod anew. - Romans vi. 11. 

What are you by nature? Born in sin. 

What does —_ mean? That I came into this world with a love for 
sin. Psa. li. 5, Iwiii. 3. 

Do very little children sin? Yes: often, and very badly. 

What are you by nature a childof?! The’ wrath, or displeasure, of 
God. 

What does that mean?) That I am subject to his wrath. 

Will he then punish you? Yes: unless 1 get forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ. 

What is the meaning of “ hereby,” in the answer you have lately said? 
lt means by baptism. 

What then were you made by baptism? A child of grace. 

What does that mean? °A child of God; adopted by his grace, or 
favour. ; 

What else? That grace is given at Baptism. Acts ii. 38. 

And what else?» That the b: iptized, if fait! iful, will have grace given 
to them as long as they live. Luke xii. 13. ' 


60S. MESSB., VOL. XIII. 46 
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“* What is required of persons,” &c.? Answer.as in the Catechism. 
What Sacrament? The Sacrament of Baptism. 
Is sorrow for sin a part of repentance? Itis the beginning. 2 Cor, 
viii. 10. 
And what does our Church say? It calls us “ to bewail our own 
sinfulness.” (Exhortation at the Holy Communion.) 
Is confession of sin a part of repentance? Yes; for says the Bible, 
“ If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” 
Numb, v. 6. 1 Kings viii. 33. Psa. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xxviii-13. Neh, 
i. 6. Matt. iii 6. 
And what does our Church say? Telling us how to repent, she says; 
. “ Confess yourselves to almighty God.” 
And what else does our Church say? That to 1epent truly, I must 
have “a full purpose of amendment of life.” 
Is amendment of life a part of repentance ? Yes: for the Bible says, 
“Cease to do evil, learn to do well.. Amend your waysand your doings.” 
And what says our Church? That we must make “ satisfaction, ac- 
cording to the uttermost of our pawers, for all injuries and wrongs done 
to any other.” 

What is Christian faith? Belief and trust in Christ: for, says the 
Bible, “ With the heave man believeth unto righteousness.” 

Is belief, by itself, Christian faith ? No; *‘ for the devils also be- 
lieve.” 

What promises did you say you were to believe in? Those made by 
God in this Sacrament. 

How must you believe in these? “Stedfastly.” 

Whatdoes that mean! With all my heart, and always. 

Name them. As 1 said ia the first lesson, (p. 4) forgiveness of my 
sins; grace to know and do God’s will; and glory, after death, in 
heaven. 

Do you believe in these promises of God? I ought, for he is able 
and willing to fulfilthem. Deut. xxxii.4. Jer. xxxii. 17. Rom. viii. 
32. Luke xxi. 33, i. 20. , 

\ “ Why then are infants,” &c.? Answer as m the Catechism. 
What do you mean by the words “them both?” 1 mean, both re- 
pentance and faith. 

Who promises for the little children? Their sureties, or sponsors, or 
Godfathers and Godmothers. 

Why so? Because they cannot promise for themselves. 

Are they bouud to perform these promises? Unless they do, they 
will lose the good of their baptism. 

Why are infants baptized? God has so commanded. 

; What did he say to his Ministers? “ Suffer the little children tocome 
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} unto me.” ‘Go ye, and teach all ations, baptizing them.” 

What did he say totheir parents! ‘ Be baptized, every one of you; 
for the promise is to you, and to your childrev.” 

Were infants members of God’s Church in the beginning? Yes; for 
so God commanded, both in the time of Abraham and of Moses. Gen. 
xxvil. 12. Exodus iv. 9. Joshua y. 7. Luke i. 50. 
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Has he ever done away this law? Never. 

How were infants made members of the Church of God in the Jewish 
times? By Circumcision. 

What is now in the place of circumcision? .Baptism. Col. ii. 11. 

What does St. Paul call Baptism? The circumcision of Christ. 

What dves that mean? That it is to Christians what Circumcision was 
to the Jews. 

What does our Church require of those who have been baptized ? 
That they should be confirmed. , 

When? When they are old enough to answer for themselves, 

What is Confirmation? To come to the Bishop, to make afain the 
yromises made at Baptism. 

And what does he de? He puts his hands on them, and blesses them. 

What is confirmation called in the Bible? * The laying on of hands.” 
Heb. vi. 2. 

Who has a right to give confirmation? The Bishop only. Acts viii. 
12, compared with Acts vi. 5. 

Where else in the Bible is confirmation spoken of? St. Paul gave it. 
Acts xix. 6. 

How many kinds of Ministers are there? Three: Bishops, Priests, 
and Deacons. 

What is the Bishop to do, that the others cannot? Ordain Ministers, 
confirm and overlook the Churches. 1 Tim. vy. 22. Titus i. 5. 

What is the Priest todo, that the Deacon cannot? Consecrate, give 
the i ord’s Supper, and declare the absolution and the blessing. Acts 
xi. 23. Titus i. 5. 

W ~ is the Deacon todo? Preach and baptize, and perform Divine 
service. Acts vi. 1, viii. 5, 35. 1 Tim. i. 8. 

What is required of you to be confirmed? The same things required 
for | baptis m. 

What promises does God make to the confirmed? The same he did 
at their baptism. 

And what promises dre you to make at Confirmation? The same also 
which IT made at baptism. 

What does the Bishop pray for when he confirms? That the person 
may receive the Holy Ghost. 

Does the Bible tell us of anything like this? Yes. St. Peter and St. 
John did the same when they confirmed. Acts viii. 15. 

What are we told about baptized persons in the Bible? That they 
“continued stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine aud fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread.” Acts ii. 41. 

What is meant by breaking of bread? Partaking of the Lord’s 
Sup per. 

ls it your duty, as a member of the Church, to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. Certainly ; : for those good disciples who lived in the first 
times, were stedfast in “ breaking bape as well as in “ prayers,” 

“ Why was the Sacrament,” &c.? Answer as in the Catechism. 

Why is it called the Lord’s Supper ! ? Because the Lord appointed it. 

What is the other name for it? The Holy Communion, 1 Cor. x. 16. 
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What are you to remember when you go there? “ The sacrifice of 
the death of Christ.” 

What do vou mean by saerifice? That he died on the Cross for our 
sins, that we might be pardoned. 1 Cor. v.7. 1 Peter ii. 24, iii. 18, 

Ought you to remember this? Yes; or I should be unthankful to my 
Redeemer. 

How long ought you to rememberhim? Always: continually, 

Should you come to the Lord’s Supper as to baptism, only once? | 
should come often, for so has Christ taught. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 

Why else should yeu come often? To shew my love to him. 

And why else? To receive ervace, which | always need, 

What do you mean by “ there by,” in your answer? [ mean, by “the 
sacrifice of the death of Christ.’ a 

What are the benefits of that sacrifice ? The same three promised by 
God in baptism. 

What is the first? Forgiveness : for St. Paul says, ‘* we have, through 
Mis blood, the forgiveness of sins.”’ 

What is the second? The grace of the Holy Spirit: for He said, “ 
I depart, I will send him unto you.” John -xiv. 16, 26. . Eph. iv. 7. 

What is the third bencfit?) The ates ‘ritance of heaven: for we are 
told in the Bible, “ Jesus Christ died for us, that we should live together 
with him.” : 

And what does our Church say? ‘“ When thou hadst overcome the 
sharpness of death, thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers.” 

When ought we to remember the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice? Al- 
ways: but in particular at the Lord’s Supper. 

* What is the outward,” &c.? Answer as in the Catechism. 

Who commanded us to eat of that bread, and drink of that wine? 
“The Lord.”’ 

What is the bread the sign of? His body broken 

What is the wine the sign of? His blood shed. 

When did he give this command? “ The same night in which he 
was betrayed.” 

What then may it be called? His last, or dying request to us. 

“ What isthe inward,” &c. Answer as inthe Catechism. 

How are this body and blood taken? =“ Spiritually.” 

What do you mean? That the benefits of that body and blood are 
made sure to those who receive it rightly. Matt. xxvi. 29. 1 Cor. x. 16. 

What ase those benefits? As I said before, forgiveness, grace, and 
glory. 

And by whom are they taken, or received? By “the faithful.” 

Who are the faithful ? T hey who have a true re — ance and faith. 

‘“* What are the benefits,’ > &c.? Answer as in the Catechism: 

What do you mean by “ ther “by * I mean, by the Lord’s Supper. 

What is the good of bread to the body? It stre nethens it. 

Whatis the good of wine to-the body? It refreshes it. 

What does the Lord’s Supper stre nethe n and refresh? The soul. 

How! In it God gives the hope of pardon, through our Lord Jesus 


Christ. 
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And how else? In it he gives also, the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
Why is the Holy Spirit called “the Comforter?” Because itis one 
of his offices to comfort or refresh the soul. 
And does he do this in the Lord’s Supper? Yes: it is a “ means of 
grace.” 1 Cor. x. 16, compared with Gal. vi. 6, and Phil. iv. 15. 
How else does the Lord’s Supper stre ngthen and refresh the soul? 
Because in it God gives us “ the hope of glory.” 1 Thess. v. 10. 
« What is required,” &c.? Answer as in the Catechism. 
What does the Biblesay? “ Let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.’ 
About what, ought you to examine yourself?) About my repentance, 
my faith, my th ankfulness to C hrist, and my charity for men. 
How must you repeut ? =6Truly. 
What is that? 1 must be sorry for my sins, with all my heart. 
Must you forsake them? Yes: and “ stedfastly purpose to lead a new 
life.” 
What must you have faith in? God’s mercy, through Christ. 
What do you mean? That God is merciful to forgive me my ‘sins, 
for Christ’s sake.- Eph. iv. 32. 1 Jobu ii. 12. ; 
What sort of faith must you have? A lively faith. 
What isthat? A faith which comes from love to God, and shows 
itself by good works. 
What else must you cxamine yourself about ? Whether I have a 
“thankful remembrance of the death of Christ’ 
What ought you to remember about Christ ! All he has done and 
suff-red for me. 
What ought you to remember 7m particular? His death. 
Why? It was the chief mark of his great love. 
Is there any other reason? Yes: if he had not died, I must have 
been lost for ever. 
How ought’ you to feel towards him? Very thankfal. 
When especially? At his supper, where. we show the Lord’s death. 
1 Cor, xi, 26. 
What else must you examine yourself about? Whether | be in 
charity with all men. 
What does this mean? Loving all men, and doing them all the good 
I can. 
But how as tothose you have done wrongto? I must make them all 
the satisfaction I can. 
What does our Saviour say? “.1f thou bring thy gift to the altar, first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” Matt. 
24. 
And how as to your enemies? I must forgive them, or the Holy 
Communion will de me no good. 
What does our Saviour say? “If ye forgive not men their —- 
neither will your heavenly father forgive your trespasses.” Luke vi. 
Ought every Christian to have these things ? Yes: for without rr 
we cannot hope to be saved, 


EnNp. 





Ante-Communion Service.—Prayer- Book. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


ANTE-COMMUNION SERVICE. 


This part of the established service of our Church, (never omitted by 
high or low, orthodox er evangelicai, in Great Britain,) is invariably 
used in the diocese of South-Carolina, unless there be the exception of 
one, or at most, two congregations. There are not less than 47 clergy- 
men in this diocese, and yet, says a writer in the Protestant Episco- 
palian, of December, 1836, ‘“‘ As to the practice of our Southern Cler- 
gy, that one in ten reads the ante-communion service at all, is an aaser- 
tion for which many would ask for the proof.” As to the practice in 
other Southern dioceses, we leave to others to exculpate them, from the 
serious charge of violating a plain rabric, and more, one that had its 
sense set forth by the unanimous interpretation of the “ House of 
Bishops,” in 1821. We take occasion to aid, that the ante-communion 
service is read in this diocese, at the con union table, as in England, 
and not at the desk, as is the case by some of the Northern clergy. 
Their right to do so cannot be questioned ; but we think the expediency 
of the American rubric authorizing this new way, is worthy of re- 
consideration. Ox_p Scuoot, 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE AUTHORIZED PRAYER-BOOK., 


A writer in “the Churchman;” of the 10th December, invites atten- 
tion to a violation (occasioned, we doubt not, inadvertently,) of the 46th 
Canon. That Canon directs the authorized book to be accompanied by 
a certificate of a Bishop, and it declares that the authorized book must 
correspoud with the standard there referred to. Now, that stand- 
ard contains al/ the Metre-psalms. A book, therefore, which does not 
contain all the Metre psalms, is not authorized, and, of course, uot en- 
titled to a certificate from the Bishop. The selection of Metre-psalms, 
which, by act of the Convention of 1332, is allowed to be used, was not 
intended to supersede the use of the collection of Metre-psalms as 
printed inthe standard book. The Minister may take his psalm either 
from the whole collection, or from the “ Selection,” as he pleases. The 
publication, or setting forth of the “Selection,” was directed by the 
Couvention of 1832; but that Convention did not direct 7¢s being bound 
np with the rest of the Prayer-book. A Prayer-book, therefore, which 
coutains “the selection” oa/y, and not the whole collection of Metre- 
psalms, is not entitled to the Bishop’s certificate. The proper remedy 
seems to be, that our Bishops should refuse their certificate to any such 
Prayer-book, until the General Convention shall act in the premises. 
Aud more, as the whole book of Psalms is made an inseparable part ol 
the s'andard book, “ it isthe duty of the Bishop, or where there 1s 00 
Bishop, of the Standing Committee, to give public notice that such edi- 
tion is not authorized by the Church.” 

Law AND ORDER. 
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NOTICE OF NEW PUBLICATION. 


The Rights and Duties of Slaveholders. Two Discourses delivered on 
Sunday, Nov. 27, 1836, on Christ Church, Raleigh, North-Carolina. By 
George W. Freeman, Rector of the Church. Published by ie tege — 
Of these Sermons the title is well sustained by the contents. The law- 
fuluess of holding slaves, is fully made out, both from the Old and New 
Testament. And, if there be any doubters, we refer them to this ab- 
stract of the unanswerable argument: ‘ My remarks tended to show 
that servitude is but one of the natural effects of the primeval curse, 
consequent on the disobedience of our first parents ; that it has existed, 
in some form or other, in every age of the world since the Flood ; that 
it was permitted without the Divine rebuke, yea was sanctioned by God 
himself, during the Patriarchal and Mosaic Dispe psations ; that it was 
found prevalent thoughout the Roman Empire by our Saviour and his 
inspired Apostles , Who, nevertheless, uttered no word of disapprobation 
Bi rning it, but on the contrery, by laying down precepts for the gov- 
ernment of beth Jasters and Seis 3 ‘ather vave it their sanction: and ° 
that taking these facts into view, it is as fairly entitled to be considered 
consistent with the settled order and design of God’s Providence, es 
are any of the ordinary distinetions in human socie iy. Thence I drew 
the conclusion that the existence of slave ry among us, does not neces- 
sarily involve us in guilt; that there is nothing inconsistent with either 
the precepts or the spirit of the Gospel in maintaining it in practice, 
and consequently, for uninspired men to charge them, whose lot it is to 
be owners ol slaves, with being guilty of d moral wrong, or destitute of a 
proper Christian spirit, is nothing less than arrogant presumption, y 
Again he remarks: ‘“ Patriarchs, or heads of families, held in subjection 
to their authority, not only the inferior branches of their respective 
tribes, together with their hired labourers and menials, but also servants 
“bought with ther money,” or “ born in their houses,”’—that is slares.* 
Such was the case of Abraham and his household, when he was called of 
God. Such, from all that appears, continued to be the established order 
of things, not.only down to the giving of the law, but throughout the 
existence of the Jewish polity. Though the Israelites had themselves 
been bondmen for several centuries in the land of E; gypt, soon alter their 
establishment as an independent nation, we find slavery existing among 
them. It was permitted aud sanctioned by the Divine law; and this 
law continued unre pealed, even to the times of our Saviour. Nor was 
it, as some have Suppose d, : merely te mporary servitude which thus 
prevailed, and was sanction y God, among that people. It is true, 
we read of the Jubilee, at whose periodical return, every fiftieth year, 
there was an emaneipation of Slaves; but this emancipation exte nded 

uly to those who were -Hedrews, descendants.of Abraham, Isaac, and 
fay ‘ob. t ap phe d not to the stranger bought with their mone y¥, nor even 
\o those of their own nation, who had once declined to take advantage of 
the privilege allowed at the Jubilee.t The bondage of both these classes 
was perpetual—they were regarded as the absolute property of their 


ey ‘ . ° ~ ° » es c 7 ° . 
See Genesis xiv. 14,15; xvi. 6.93; xvii. 12, 13. t Exodug xxi. vi. 
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masters, and might (the former at least) be sold and transferred as 
such.* ; 

These Sermons, by distinguished legislators of North-Carolina, who 
solicited their publication, are characterized as “admirable.” The 
strict appropriateness of the epithet, we doubt not, will be admitied by 
all:who may read them, or even the short extracts in this paper. Ina 
former number of the “Gospel Messenger,” the opinion was expressed, 
that, on the subject of the religious instruction of our coloured popu- 
lation, nothing better had been written than the ‘“* Sermons to Masters 
and Servants, by the Rev. T. Bacon of Maryland, in 1743.” We hesi- 
tate not to say now, that Mr. Freeman's Sermons are better, for this 
reason: Mr. B. has not, with sufficient distinctness, adverted to the lay- 
ing the foundation of Christian education in baptism—that is, he has 
overlooked the plan, in this important respect, which the Divine wisdom 
has instituted for training souls for virtue and for happiness. But Mr. 
F. is decided and clear on the poiot: “ The fitst duty, brethrev, which 
you as Christian parents feel yourselves called on to perform towards 
your children is, to bring them into the Christian covenant by Baptism, 
This yau believe, and justly, to be the very first step towards a compli- 
ance with the apostolic injunction to “ bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord’”’t—a step too, the omission of which, would 
involve you in no inconsiderable degree of criminality in the sight of 
God. Instructed by the reproving language of the Saviour, ‘ Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forlid them not,” and his signiticaut 
declaration that “ of such is the kingdom af heaven,’ t you are persuaded 
that your little ones have a right to be admitted to the privileges and 
blessings of the Christian covenant, and you cannot but strongly feel, 
that what it is thus their privilege to enjoy, it is yonr bounden duty to help 
them to obtain. But why, beloved brethren, are’ you bound to give this 
help to your own children, and not generally to the children of others ! 
Is it not because you are their natural guardians, on whom they are 
wholly dependant, and to whom alone they have a right to look for 
help? Should an orphan child be providentially thrown om you for pro- 
tection, would not its claims, and your obligation im this respect, be the 
same as in the case of your own offspring! Doubtless you would so 
decide. _ But shall you not feel a simiiar obligation towards your slaves 
—especially their children?” * * “ But [ am not urging upon you 
anew, and hitherto unheard of course of duty? No, my brethren, | am 
but bringing again to light, that which once was well understood, and 
uniformly practised, both under the old and new dispensations; but 
which has, | regret to say, been greatly obscured, and, indeed, almost 
lost sight of, in this our day. W hen Goud laid the foundation of the Jew- 
ish Church, into which Circumcision was made the rite of initiation, @s 
Baptism was, afterwards, that into the Christian Church, he commanded 
Abraham to administer the rite not only to his children and other de: 
pendants, but to his s/aves ; and aecordingly, we read that “ all the men 
of his house, those born in his house, and. those bought with money o/ the 
stranger, were circumcised.’’\| And this became, thenceforward, a law to 
the whole house of Israel—this continued to be the uniform practice of 

* Exodus wxi. 8. Lev. xxv. 44, 45, 46. tEph. vied. {Mark x. 14. (Gen. xvii. 27» 
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that people down to the end of their polity. So also, under the Gospel 
dispensation, the same rule was observed. When the heads of a family 
were converted to the Christian Faith, we learn that both they and their 
whole households were invariably baptized. And that many of these 
households consisted partly of s/aves, is extremely probable, if not alto- 
gether certain. Such, we may well believe, were those of Cornelius of 
Cesarea, of the Jailor at Philippi, and of Lydia of Thyatira. Indeed, 
that it was the ancient practice of the Christian Church, and that it was 
regarded as a high Christian duty to extend the privilege of Baptism to 
all the members of a family without distinction, the heads of which were 
believers, may be fairly inferred from the fact, which we learn from his- 
tory, that at an early period after Christianity became the religion of the 
Empire, “there were laws of state, obliging a/l masters to take care of 
their families, so far as to see that every individual person, slaves as well 
as children, were made Christians.” “ In detault of this, it is added, by 
the author whom I quote, ‘‘ some penalties were annexed, depriving the 
masters of certain privileges in the commonwealth, if they were found 
either remiss, or acting by collusion in this part of their duty. So that all 
imaginable obligation was laid upon masters, both in point of interest, 
duty and charity, to take care of the instruction of their slaves, and bring 
them with their own testimonials to Christian Baptism.”’* 

Our author is equally decided in favour of this class of persons (and 
why not, unless there be one divine method for this colour, and another 
for that,) being introduced to the sacred rite of Confirmation, and caused 
to attend regularly the services of the Church.” Indeed, all that he 
suggests for the conversion and religious improvement of our slaves, is 
conformed to those *“* Church principles,” of which he is a devoted ad- 
herent, and an able and fearless advocate. And on this account chiefly, 
as well as the success of our author in addressing the affections, and not 
the understanding only, we shall look with anxiety for his promised 
resuming of the subject. He does indeed speak to the heart and 
conscience: for example, “ Have you, have I, have any of us “given” — 
tothe full extent and meaning of the Apostle’s precept, in respect to this, 
the most important of all their interests—/avre we “given unto our servants 
that which is just and equal?” Alas, alas! where is the man or the wo- 
man ! where is even the Christian master or the Christian mistress, who 
can say ‘ I have a conscience void of offence in this matter !’ or, with the 
Apostle, “ Iam pure from the blood of all men.”+ Brethren, let us seri- 
ously consider what are our responsibilities in reference to this subject. 
And first, let me ask, what is the relation in which we stand to our 
slaves, in respect to their condition as immortal and accountable beings, 
and our obligation to attend to their religious and spiritual culture, their 
training for the kingdom of heaven? Is it not a closer tie than that 
which binds us to our fellow-men in general ? Undoubtedly it is. As 
Providence has placed them in a situation in which they are more imme- 
diately dependant upon us, so are we made more directly responsible fir 
their moral and religious improvement,” 

We are elad to have such high authority in favour of ora/ teaching, 
and perseverance in the good work. “ It is not necessary that they should 

* Bingham’s Antiquities, B. xi. Ch. v. § 4. t Acts xx. 26 
608. MESS., VOL. XIII. 47 
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be taught even to read. All the instruction essential to their well-being, both 
here and hereafter, may be given to them orally—by vord of mouth. In 
this way they may easily be ‘taught the Creed, the Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments’—yea, the whole of the Churcu Catechism.” 
* * “Suppose that, on setting about the discharge of this duty now, 
we should find, as doubtless would be the case, that we could not accom- 
plish all that we desired ; ought we, therefore, to give over our efforts | 
No, certainly ; on the other hand we should increase our exertions ; and, 
at al] events, persevere in the continuance of them, determined, what- 
ever may be the success of our labours, fully to acquit our consciences, 
and satisfied to leave the result to God.”’ 

The hints as to the “temporal condition” of our slaves are not less 
“admirable,” (we like the epithet,) for example, our Southern ex- 
perience or observation, and, I add, feelings, must respond to this 
statement, and the inferences from it: ‘In sickness especially, you 
ought to make careful provision for their being properly attended to, and 
supplied with all needful comforts ; and to seek, by all your actions, to 
make them realize that, if they have a fast friend on earth, that one is 
their master, or their mistress.” * * “ To many of our servants—to 
them who serve us faithfully, who are ever atientive to our wants, who 
cheerfully fulfil our commands, who labour abroad for us when we are 
in health, and who come at our call to nurse us in our sickness, and who, 
laying aside, as it were, all regard to their own comforts, submit without 
murmuring or impatience, to the most wearying and exhausting of al} 
employments, complying with our most unreasonable whims, and meekly 
bearing with our fretfulness and caprices—to them—and I must do this 
class of people the justice to say there are many such among us—io such 
of our domestics as tiese, we surely owe a debt of gratitude which all our 
kinliest acts, should we even live beyond the age of man, would scarce suffice 
to discharge.” 

It may be remarked, that in addressing Masters, our author’s manne1 
and spirit remarkably resemble those of the Rev. E. Bacon, whose work, 
as re-published by Bishop Meade, we have so often had occasion to 
notice, as peculiarly excellent. 

In conclusion, will the respected author permit us to invite to a re- 
consideration of the opinion as to comparative responsibility, at the end 
of page 31. Itstrikes us as rather an over-statement, and so not likely 
to promote the good cause. Perhaps we may have a friendly discussion 
about it hereafter. 

Swords’ Pocket Almanack, Churchman’s Calendar, and Ecclesiastical 
Register for 1837.—An unpretending, very useful manual, well known, 
and deserving to be so, by all the members of the P. E. Church, and all 
who desire to be acquainted not merely with its statistics, but with im- 
portant items in its history. We learn from it the‘ the number of our 
Clergy is 845, being an increase of 71 during the year. Of the happy 
execution of the Epitome of the history of our Church, which is 10 this 
Almanack, by the Rey. Mr. Caswell, no one can doubt. For sale by Mr. 
A. E. Miller. 
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Chronicle of the Church.—We have now received the specimen num- 
ber of this new weekly labourer for the Church, It is to issue from the 
ress of Hitchcock & Stafford, New Haven, Connecticut, under the 
charge of A. B. Chapin, Esq., Editor. It isa neatly executed quarto of 
eight pages, and from this first number, as well as from the ability of 
the editor, we have good reason to believe that the Chronicle will be a 
valuable aid to the cause of primitive truth and order, and in the pro- 
motion of evangelical righteousness. As such we wish it “ good luck 
in the name of the Lord.” — Utica Gos. Mess. 

—=>0 
SELECTIONS. 

The Late Rev. Dr. Bedell on Episcopacy, §&c.—The Rev. John B. Clem- 
gon, in a communication in the Protestant Episcopalian for December, 
writes, “ Dr. B. and myself had been on terms of great intimacy for 
years, and our communications were always free and undisguised. No 
one who knew Dr. B. will doubt for a moment, but that he was an emi- 
nently holy man, and strongly attached to his church; and that her 
growth and welfare lay very near his heart. But when he drew near to 
the close of his eminently useful life, and came to take a review of his 
labours, he was anxiously exercised on the state of his flock ; and said, 
that he was alraid, that while he had preached the Gospel to them, and 
endeavoured to léad them to, and build them up in Christ, yet he had 
neglected to make them thoroughly acquainted with the peculiarities 
and distinctive features of the Church. He had attached them to himself 
and the truth, but he had not laboured sufficiently to acquaint them with 
and attach them to their own Zion. To borrow an apt illustration from 
Bishop M‘Ilvaine’s late charge, he said as much, as that he had been ex- 
ceedingly careful (spiritually speaking) in cultivating the grain, but he 
had been too neglectful of what was of almost equal importance, the 
keeping up of the fences—the care of the one being necessary to the 
safety and success of the other. He said, furthermore, that if God 
should spare his life, he intended during the ensuing winter, delivering a 
course of lectures on E “piscopi icy and kindred subjects. I have endea- 
voured most faithfully to give the ideas as he stated them: some of the 
language is his own so far asremembered. My testimony will be cor- 
roborated by the following communication and statemeut from the Rev. 
John Coleman, rector of Trinity Church, in this city. It is to be hoped 
that hereafter the conduct and integrity of no one will be called in ques- 
tion on the above points. It should, perhaps, be mentioned, that what- 
ever is stated on this subject in either the first or second edition of Be- 
dell’s Memoirs, has the sanction of the much respected editor, Dr. Tyng.” 

The Rev. John Coleman writes, “ Agreeably to your request, I com- 
municate the substance of a conversation which took place between the 
Rev. Dr. Henshaw, of Baltimore, (under whose direction | was then 
pursuing my theological studies,) and myself, two or three days previous 
to the death of the lamented Dr. Bedell, on the 30th August, 1834. Dr. 
Henshaw stated to me, that he had been visiting the bedside of the dying 
Bedell, one of whose remarks to him was, that ‘upon reviewing his 
ministerial career, the chief cause he found for regret was, that he had 
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not paid more attention to the instruction of his people in the distinctive 
principles of the Episcopal Church; that he feared they were bound 
together by no stronger tie than feelings of personal attachment to him ; 
and after his decease would be scatte wed abroad. But should Providence 
raise me from this bed (said he) it is my intention to re pair this error ; 
and | have already been engaged in preparing a series of sermons on 
Episcopacy.” T hese sermons were afterwards fuund among his papers, 
The relation of this conversation is from memory; but I was so dee ply 
impressed at the time, with the striking and important testimony of such 
a man as Dr. Bedell, that I am satisfied of its strict accuracy.’ 


SEASONABLE HINTS. 
[From the Protestant Episcopalian. | 

The sudden swell of prosperity and euterprise with which the year 
commenced has been but parti: ally checked: the check will be benefi- 
cial if it shall arrest the spirit of grasping speculation which seems to 
pervade the whole community, and if it bring back to the old paths of 
‘using the world as not abusing it,” the many who under its influence 
have perhaps wandered from the christian orbit of “ temperance in al! 
things.” ‘There is a reflux in every tide, and much is it to be feared, 
that many who have been carried forward on the recent flood of enter- 
prise and speculation, will, on the ebb, be borne backward to distress 
and poverty. In nive cases out of ten sudden prosperity is ruinous to 
individuals—is it less likely to be so with nations ? As christian citizens 
we regret that our Executive government is still timid as to that sort of 
recognition of God which the vast majority uf the people would sanction 
antiibe recommending of pub hic thanksgivings and Seats: Even Darius 
proclaimed to his 120 provinces “ that in every dominion of his kingdom 
men tremble and fear betore the God of Daniel: for he is the living God 
and steadfast forever, and his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed,”’ 


SYSTEMATIC CHARITY. 
[From the Utica Gospel Messenger.] 

This system has been sufficiently tried to show that it works, for the 
most part, admirably. It is, after all, the most primitive, and the most 
simple. It becomes a plain matter of fact concern, easily understood ; 
and while, as in all human measures, there may be some difficulties, yeti! 
proves least troublesome, and most eflicient—precludes pe rpetual ap- 
peals, now for this object, and then for that—saves much time which 
has been heretofore spent in circulating subseriptions, and then collect- 
ing them—and preventing, often, unpleasant personal collisions. “ Be 
merciful after thy power ;” and loving the Chureh as thou dost—desiring 
as thou dost the spiritual good of thy fellow men, “ strengthen the 
things that remain, that are ready to die.” So mayest thou secure thy- 
celf the blessing of him that is “ re ady to perish,” and obtain a good 
reward in the day of necessity —The plan of systematic monthly offer- 
ings is peculiarly suited to small congregations, where, if we mistake not, 
it is seldom introduced. We know that in very many places the mea- 
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sures will not meet with general and hearty support: but we believe, at 
the same time, that a judicious clergyman could soon so present the 
subject to the people, as to make it not only popular, but easy and 
useful. We wish, hie our own part, that it could be made the duty of 
some Clergyman to visit the small congregations in their vicinity, where 
trials of the kind have not been made, “eae encourage the attempt to in- 
troduce a regular employment of this apostolic arrangement. 

In this day of great enterprises and high pressure expedition, we are 
aware that the discouraging remark will be made—“‘ We can accom- 
plish but avery little.” Our reply would be—Will you accomplish less 
than you now dot And why should you despise the day of small things ? 
We take the following calculation upon a supposed case. Take a very 
small parish—say one having but fifty individuals, large and small, 
attached to it—suppose only one-half of these (twenty-five) come into 
the measure—allow five of these to give 25 cents per month each—and 
if any congregation cannot produce five such, there is little reason to 


believe it can prosper—and you have $1 25 per month. 
Say 5 others at 20 cents each, 1 00 6s 
dD a 16 ee SO 6 
5 ‘“ 15 ‘é 75 “é 
5 10 “ 50 


And you have the sum of $4.30 per month easily collected on Sundays, 
in the usual way of such offerings—or $51.60 a year, for such Minton 
ary objects as may be preferred, This is a very low estim: ite, the week- 
ly sam supposed from the twenty-five individuals varying from two to 
five cents each for the mouths having four Sundays. 

Look at this matter we very re spec tfully entreat you, good Christian 
people of the small congregations. Try the plan for one year, with your 
united and constant prayers: see, if the Divine She phe rd does not give 
you his blessing: see, if you are not stronger in your own little temple : 

, if you are not h: appy in the idea that you are doin y some thing r also 
for your brethren elsewhere, for “ the heathen in his blinduess. 








SES OF COVETOUSNESS 


[From an English Paper. ] 





EXCU 





You hare gen, you say, to the cause of Christian philanthropy. 
But, it may be inquired, when have you given! Has it beeu on/y when 
your se usibility has been takeu by surprise ! or when a powerful appeal 
has urged you to the duty.? or when the e xample, or the presence, of 
others, has left no alternative ? or when the prospect of being published 
as a dena fe mpted your ostentation !/ or when Importunit y annoye “dl 
you! or when under the passing influence of a fit of- generosity | We 
would not too curiously analyze the composition of any apparent virtue; 
nor would we have you to suspend the practice of charity till you can 
be perfectly certain that your motives are unmixed. But we would 
affectionate ly remind you, that if you have given to God at such times 
only, it proves to a de ‘monstration that you are covetots at all other 
—— Your covetousness is a habit, your benevolence only an act ; 

r, rather, it is only the momentary suspension of your prev ailing habit ; 
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and, as the circumstance that a man enjoys lucid intervals does not ex- 
empt him from being classed among the insane, so your accidental and 
occasional charities still leave you in the ranks of the covetous. 

When you say that you contribute as much as you conveniently can, 
we presume your meaning to be that you devote to benevolent uses all 
that your present rate of expenditure happens to leave unappropriated 
to other objects. But here again two questions arise: if your expendi- 
ture is calculated and reduced to a plan, ought not the question, dow 
much shall I devote to God? to have made an original part of that plan? 
But since you confess that grave omission, ought you not now to think 
of retrenching your expenses, and reducing your plan, that your charity 
may not be left to the mercy of an expensive and selfish convenience ! 
Do you not know that all the great works of the Christian church have 
been performed by sacrificing your favourite principle convenience ? that 
a Croesus himself might find it convenient to give but little in charity ; 
and an Apicius to give nothing?! and that if the men who, in all ages, 
have been most distinguished for extending the kingdom of Christ had 
listened to the dictates of convenience, they would have lived and died in 
inglorious and guilty indolence? And need you be reminded, how 
easily God could convince you, by simply reducing your present income, 
that you might have made it convenient to contribute to his cause more 
than you now do, by the exact amount of that reduction? And do you 
not see, that your unfaithfulness to your present trust, may operate w ith 
God to forbid your further prosperity ? for is it not a law of his kingdom 
that the misimproved talent shall be withdrawn from the posse-sor, ra- 
ther than increased ! Besides which, you are closing your eyes to eter- 
nal consequences; for ‘“ he that soweth sparingly, shall reap also spa- 
ringly.” The husbandman who should grieve that he had land to sow, 
and begrudge the seed which lte had sowed in it as lust, would be wise 
and innocent compared with the man who, while professing to believe 
that his charity is seed sown for an eternal harvest, should yet stint and 
limit his gifts to the precarious leavings of an improv ident convenience. 

When you speak of benefiting the community by spendiug, more 
than by giving, you are, in effect, raising a question in political economy. 
Now, to ‘this i it may be replied, that the Christian liberality to which you 
are urged is not that discrimirate alms- giving which would encourage 
idleness and improvidence. The introduction of such an idea is quite 
beside the question in band. The charity which you are called ou to 
exercise is such as would leave the whole apparatus of useiul production 
untouched ; or which would tuuch it only to render it more effective 
and beneficial—a charity which should at once discourage vic ej assist 
the helple<s, destitute, and diseased : ; reclaim and re form the vicious ; 
civilize barbarism; call into activity the physical, mental, and moral 
resources of savage lands; excite and reward industry ; instruct the ig- 
norant; cire siete the Word of God; send the agents of the Clare 
tian Church in all directions ; and which should thus furnish employment 
for multitudes, give a direction to the energies of men which should 
bear fruit for both worlds, modify and raise the tone of political economy 
itself, and thus be the means of lifting earth nearer heaven. 
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And then, as to the value of labour and wealth, you have to consider 
that the labour which is beneficial to the tadividual, may be quite un- 
profitable to the country, and, in the end, injurious, and even ruinous; 
otherwise, war, or the multiplication of gaming-bouses and gin- -places, 
by giving employ ment to numbers, must be hailed as a blessing ; instead 
of which, it might easily be shown that, in a variety of ways, they op- 
erate economically as a curse. You have to consider also, that it is not 
the mere increase of 2 nation’s wealth which enhances its permanent 
prosperity ; otherwise, the colonial mines of Spain would be still her 
boast and glory, instead of accounting, as they unquestionably do, for her 
national poverty. And the question is, whether much of your outlay, 
though it may encourage labour, and increase the present wealth of the 
nation, has not, when viewed as a part of a great and slowly developed 
system, a tendency to generate many of the evils which the economical 
science deplores, of shortening the intervals between what are called 
periodical crashes, avd of proving in the end a national bane, and not a 
blessing. . 

It is a subject deserving the most serious consideration of the Chris- 
tian Church,—how muchits comparative want of success in attempting 
to enlarge the empire of Christ, is to be ascribed to its prevailing cov- 
etousness. How incalculably greater the success of the Christiau 
enterprise might have been, had we only acted up to our conviction of 
Christian liberality! What would have stood before a spirit which 
evinced a readiness to give up all for Christ?) The world would have 
beheld in such conduct an argument for the reality and power of the 
gospel which it could not misunderstand, could not gainsay. ‘‘ God, 
even our own God, would have blessed us’”—would have gloried to 
own such a people, and to have distinguished us with his blessing before 
the eyes of the world—* God would have blessed us ;’’ and as a con-* 
sequence, “ all the ends of the earth would have feared him.” 

What would have been the history of the primitive Christians, had 
they been cursed with the love of money as the Christiaus of the pre- 
sent day are! Taking into the account their deep poverty, and the ab- 
sence of all the present facilities for prosecuting their aggressive designs, 
avery small circle would have bounded the extent of their labours, ‘and 
a single page have sufficed for the history of their exploits. But feel- 
ing the momentous nature of the object in which they were embarked, 
that the salvation or perdition of the world depended instrumentally on 
their conduct, they laid aside every weight, cast their all into the trea- 
sury of benevolence, and held themselves ready to do their Lord's 
behests ; and he caused them to triumph in every ‘place. 

We are professedly treading in their steps. We have received from 
them the standard of the cross, and are carrying it forwards against the 
common fue. But, though avowedly warring with the world, have we 
not taken a wedge of gold, and hidden it in the ¢ amp? Ifthe presence 
of one Achan was sufficient to account for the discomfiture of Israel, can 
we be surprised at the limited nature of our success, when every tribe 
of our Christian Israel has its Achan, and almost ev ery tent its “accursed 
thing?” Has not the cupidity of Christians made the very profession of 
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disinterested benevolence to be laughed at by the world, and to be sus. 
pected even among themselves ? Have not deeds of self-sacrificing libe- 
rality, such as would have been looked at in the primitive Church as 
matters of course, become so rare among Christians, that the man who 
should perform them now, if he did not actually endanger his repu- 
tation, would at least incur the suspicions of a large proportion of his 
fellow-professors ! The spirit of primitive liberality has so far departed 
from the Church, that they would eye him with an astonishment which 
would prove that, ifsympathy be necessary to comprehend his conduct, 
they must remain in guilty ignorance. Is there not reason to conclude, 
that many a noble offering has been lost to the cause of Christ, and man 

an incipient impulse of benevolence repressed, through a dread of that 
singularity which it might seem to affect, as viewed by a selfish eye ! 
One great reason, it has been said, why men practise generally so little, 
is, because there are so few generous persons to stimulate others b 

their example; and because, it might have been added, they dreaded the 
charge of singularity, or ostentation, to which their liberality would have 
exposed them. And if many a Auman gift has been lost to the cause of 
Christ, owing to this repulsive spirit of cupidity, can we wonder if it has 
deprived the Church of many a Drrine blessing which would otherwise 
have been showered on it? The Church has indulged in a selfish and 
contracted spirit, until it has gone far to disqualify itself from receiving 
great things either from God or man.— Mammon, §c., by Rev. J. Harris. 

SPIRITUAL DECLENSION—A CAUSE OF IT, 
[From the Circular of the Boston Association. ] 

Have not Christians failed to hallow the Lord's Day according to 
Divine direction, and thus incurred the Divine displeasure? “ The Sab- 
bath was made for man,” and God requires that man, for his own good 
as well as for his Maker’s glory, should remember to keep it holy. Ar- 
guments to show the moral utility of the institution are needless. It is 
sufficieut for our purpose to know, that piety cannot flourish where it is 
not piously observed. Designed, by interrupting the chain of secular 
pursuits, and directing the heart intently to God, as its hope and por- 
tion, to divest the soul of earthliness, and qualify it for heaven, the day 
cannot be desecrated without injury to the moral nature, as well as of- 
fence toa benevolent God.—ls there not among us a relaxation of prin- 
ciple upon this subject, unfavourable to Christian morality? Do not 
members of Churches allow themselves in practices on God’s day, un- 
suitable to its sanctity, and fitted to alienate the Divine blessing ! Do 
not Christian parents fail in restraining their children upon that day, as 
a due regard for its sacred character, and the spiritual welfare of their 
offspring demands? And do not such failures on the part of the disci- 
ples of Christ contribute largely, not only to injure their own piety, but 
also to countenance and encourage the more enormous abuses of the 
Sabbath by men of the world?) And may we not conclude that God, 
displeased with the negligence of his people in this particular, is now 
withholding his spiritual blessings, and waiting for us to sanctify his 
day according to his will ? 
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POETRY. 


We regret that these lines were not received in time to appear at the “ Epiphany 
season,” but we are so seldom favoured wiih original poetry, that we are glad to 
welcome it when we can have it. We add, good poetry can seldom he said to be out 

of place.—Lpirors. 

FOR THE GOSPEL MESSEENGER. 
EPIPHANY. 
Full brightly shone the glorious star, 
Which lured those wandering Pilgrims far 
from their bright Eastern land: 
No transient blaze, no meteor flame, 
A heaven-sent messenger, it came, 
To guide that doubtful band. 
But lo! its towering course is stayed, 
And full beneath its ray displayed, 
An humble hovel lay. 
Within, the wondering sages find, 
The hope, the joy of human-kind, 
An infant of a day. 
Well may they tithe their richest stores, 
And cast the fruit of distant shores, 
As offerings at his feet. 
Far nobler gifts he comes to bring; 
Hie claims far higher oflering, 
Than myrrh or incense sweet. 
And as that beauteous star first shone, 
In lands where darkness long had grown, 
To still increasing night: 
Before the sun it heralded, 
The darker, heavier gloom has fled, 
Which clouds the moral sight. 
And now ne more in darkness grope, 
The race so long denied the hope 
Of Israel’s cherished pride : 
For, far and wide the sound has flown; 
The great salvation is our ewn; 
Her gates are opened wide: 
And he that hears the joyful sound, 
May spread the glorious news around, 
Till with united voice, 
E’en Israel, cheered with heavenly light, 
Shall welcome Jesus to his right, 
And bid the world rejoice. 


- 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture.-—That for January was delivered at St. 
Stephen’s Chapel, on the second Thursday of the month, in the after- 
noon, and the amount received was $29. 


Pastoral Fidelity —We put this interesting circular on our pages, as 
arecord, and a monition to many: ; | 
To the Congregation of St. Stephen’s Chapel.—Dear Friends,—Y our 
Minister being afraid lest, through ignorance of your wants, he may seem 
GOS. MESS., VOL. XIII. 45 
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to neglect you, affectionately requests that each of you will always make 
a point of letting him know, Ist. When any who are sick or in afflic. 
tion wish tosee him. ‘1s any sick among you!—Let him send for the 
elders of the Church,” (James v. 14.) See also the Rubric before “The 
order for the Visitation of the Sick.” 2dly. When any change their re- 
sidences, and where they move to. Unless you attend to this, your Min- 
ister may be often unable to find you, for perhaps several months. 3dly, 
When any of you, or of your friends, first begin to attend our Public 
Worship,—Or else, as your Minister cannot see every one who is pre- 
sent, nor distinguish transient visiters from those who mean to connect 
themselves with the congregation, such persons may remain unnoticed 
for along time. 4thly. When any wish that they, or their children, 
should be admitted to Baptism, Confirmation, or the Lord’s Supper. 
And as it is clearly right that your Minister should have frequent con- 
versations with you about these Ordinances, (as also in your seasons of 
sickness and afiliction,) he particularly urges you to give him timely 
notice of all of these occasions. You may either speak to him about 
these things after service, or send word to his residence, (Meeting- 
street, one door south of the Scotch Church,) where he may generally 
be found after one o’clock, p.m.—Signed by the ‘Domestic Missionary.” 
Michigan.—The condition of this young diocese is good and pro- 
mising. It has a Bishop and other clergymen. Lands valued at $5,450 
have been given for the Bishop’s fund. It is a good plan to make this 
fund consist, in part at least, of real estate. Might not some of ou 
friends in this diocese, usefully make their donations to our Episcopal 
fund, in land, or city Jots? In the Bishop’s address are these syund re- 
marks: “ The Gospel promises no blessing, but on the fulfilment of cer- 
tain conditions,* neither does the Church. To enjoy the former, repent- 
ance and faith are indispensably requisite—the Church requires nothing 
less. In all her services she teaches, that nothing but an entire renunci- 
ation of sin, and unfeigned faith in Christ can secure the favour of God.” 
* * “Although the limits of a State are generally to be considered as the 
limits of a diocese about to be formed, yet a diocese having been orga- 
nized, and existing prior to such civil arrangements, cannot be in any 
way affected, or its limits abridged. This can only be done by ecclesi- 
astical provision. The Church recognizes no connection with, nor in- 
terference on the part of, the civil governmeut. Merely for convenience 
she takes the limits of States as the limits of her dioceses; and if it 
happen that the latter are formed prior to the former, it can in no way 
limit the jurisdiction or abridge the rights of her Bishops. If so, the 
civil government would have complete control over our ceclesiastical 
rights, and a union virtually be formed, which all would deprecate and 
deplore. Every diocesan might thus, (if the civil government thought 
fit) be shorn of his jurisdiction, and our Chureh forced to increase the 
number of her Bishops, not to suit the convenience, or out of regard to 
the wants of her members, but to keep pace with civil enactments.” 
The Minister at Ann Arbor well remarks, ‘“ Too often the minister ¢! 
the gospel is left to grapple with poverty,and to groan under the weighit 
* Some Theologians have a strange aversion to this term “ conditious.” 
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and care of an increasing family. Here, to the praise of our parishion- 
ers be it spoken, those fears are removed, and those complaints silenced. 
Nothing has been left undone by the people of my parishes, and others, 
to raise my spirits, and spur me on to the faithful performance of my 
duty.” The Rector at Detroit says: ‘‘ We should know no difference 
in these departments, (domestic and foreign,) our Church makes none.” 
We question both the counsel and the argument. Our Church has al- 
ways, from the beginuing, shown her charity to the souls at home first, 
and in the chief degree. At the General Convention, 1835, she de- 
clared that the field was the world—meaning, as we understand it, that 
“something” ought to be done forthe heathen out of our country. But 
she no where has said, that as much should be done for them, as for the 
heathen allied to us by the tie of common country, perhaps of relation- 
ship. 


The Protestant Episcopal Church in Upper Canada.—A meeting has 
lately been held, of the two Archdeacons of the Province, and 27 of the 
Clergy. Sickness prevented the attendance of the Bishop. The ques- 
tion which brought them together, was the holding stated Conventions, 
such as in the dioceses in the United States. A large majority voted in 
favor of admitting laymen to a seat, viz., two from each congregation. 
A constitution was adopted, providing for annual meetings, and a com- 
mittee to seek from the Bishop his approval of the same, and to request 
him to secure the sanction of the authorities in England. Committees 
reported on a widow’s fund, and a religious periodical. A comuinittee 


was appointed on missions. 


The Spirit of Missions.—This interesting, useful, and, we may add, 
indispensible publication, is not subscribed for as it should be. The 
December number contains, amidst much information (which we do not 
extract, because we still hope our readers will seek for the work,) an 
address of the Editors, in which they truly say, ‘A document so im- 
portant, published under the immediate sanction and authority of the 
Church—the accredited organ of all missionary intelligence, and pub- 
lished at the very low rate of one dollar a year, ought to be in every 
family of our communion. The apostolic ground which the Church has 
assumed in declaring herself a Misstonary Cauurcu—the extraordinary 
effurts which she is now making to evangelize the world—have clothed 
her missionary transactivns with an interest and importance before un- 
known, and leave her children without excuse, if they reniain ignorant 
of her doings, and indifferent to her success.” * * “ As a principal 
means, under God, of helping forward the sacred cause —as the only 
accredited vehicle of Missionary intelligence, the Spirit of Missions 
claims, and we cannot for a moment doubt that it will receive, very 
liberal support. It must be obvious to every one, that such an organ of 
communication is necessary to keep alive and to strengthen the Mission- 
ary spirit where it already exists, and to create it, if possible, where it 
is not. A more important auxiliary than this, to the parish minister 
who is anxious to have his people thoroughly imbued with the spirit of 
the Gospel, can hardly be conceived of. As they read of the sacrifices, 
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the sufferings, and the success which attend our self-devoted Mission- 
aries to our Western States, to the Indians of our own country, and the 
perishing heathen in foreign lands, it is impossible that they should not 
catch a spark of that holy flame which glows in the breast of these 
heralds of the cross; and as they muse in their hearts on these things, 
the fire will burn within them.” * * “ It will, as heretofore, contain a 
full abstract of the proceedings of the two Committees, the official cor- 
respondence of their missionaries, together with such other matter, edi- 
torial and selected, as the Secretaries and General Ageuts, under the 
direction and supervision of their respective Committees, shall deem 
most interesting and profitable. The work will hereafter, be published 
punctually, on the first day of each month, and sent to subscribers with 
as li'tle delay as pos ible, so that clergymen genarally will get it in time 
for their Missionary meetings.” * * “ Of the clergy, about fifty out of 
seven hundred and fifty, are regular subscribers ; of our communicants, 
probably not three in every hundred are subscribers to the e@uthorized 
official Missionary Periodical of the Church, and yet we would fain be- 
lieve that ours is a Missionary Church.” 

“Let those who can afford it,subscribe for a number of copies for gra- 
tuitous disiribation.” Price 31 a year. Agent for Charleston, Mr. A. E. 
Miller, No. 4, Broad-street. 

Voice from the South-west—This cloquent article seems to have been 
misunderstood in one particular. It does not rejcet the claims of fureign 
missions, but only postpones them, or rather maintains what is no 
“ wrong thing,” but a scriptural position, that preference is due to home 
missious, because here are our relatives, friends and countrymen, and, 
under the Gospel, domettic love, friendship and patriotism are virtues. 
True, the missionary spirit,is “homogeneous,” and its field one, but the 
questions are, shall this spirit pass by the sufferers it sees and hears, and 
go to search for pensioners; and were in the ficld shall it begin to 
labour, as it cannot in the whole at once ? 

Nomenclature —W e like the proposal in the Protestant Episcopalian 
to prevent confusion by distinguishing our Missions and calling them 
Diocesan, Domestic and Foreicn ; that is, those in one’s own Diocese or 
State to bear the first name, and the other names to be appropriated to 
the missions in the United States, and in foreign parts, under the di- 
rection of the “Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society” of our 
Church. We like the order too. Charity begins at home, then to our 
neighbours, and then to those at a distance. 


Observance of the Sahhath—* From the following notice in the New- 
York Transcript ’ says the New-York Ob-erver, “ it will be seen that 
the Sabbath is hereafter to be observed by the compositors in that es- 
tablistiment. A few years since, there was not a daily morning news- 
paper in the city in which the Sabbath was not regularly violated by the 
printers ; now, we belicve, there are four or five, whose proprietors have 
made arrangements for allowing their men te keep holy time.” 

Lo Advertisers and the Public—Persons employed in the publication 
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of daily newspapers, we believe, are almost the only ones that custom 
has deprived of the opportunity of complying with the Divine command 
to abstain from labour on the Sabbath day—a day set apart for wise pur- 
»oses, and hallowed throughout all time, as one of rest, and public wor- 
ship. That ourselves and the persons in our employ may be on a foot- 
ing with the rest of mankind, and at liberty to pursue ihe dictates which 
conscience may point out to us, we propose to break through the cus- 
tom, and abstain from labour on the Sabbath day. In order to carry this 
resolution into effect, it will be incumbent on our advertising patrons to 
send in their favours as early as eight o’clock on Saturday evening. By 
this arrangement, without detracting from the usual interest of our pa- 
per, we hope to be able to “ remember the Sabbath day and keep it 
holy,” in accordance with our own feelings, and the enlightened opinions 
and time-honoured customs of mankind. 

Chaplain recommended by a Layman, in the Southern Churchman.— 
Our Legislature (Virginia) is not provided with a Chaplain, and has not 
been for many years; and | may say, with Dr. Franklin, that “1 am 
really surprised,” an effort has not before beew made to effect the resto- 
ration of this very essential office by our Legislative body. I have been 
informed, by a gentleman then a member of the house of delegates, that 
the proposition to dispense with a chaplain was made, and was princi- 
pally supported by those who had most regard for his services, in conse- 
quence of the great disrespect shown for them by a majority of the 
members. This, to my mind, was an erroneous proceeding. ‘The effi- 
cacy of prayer does not alone depend upon the conduct of those present 
when it is offered up. Ten pious members may have been sufficient, 
(might not one ?) to bring down abundant blessings upon the labours of 
the whole body. Such, however, being the facts of the case, he reli- 
gious character of our State having greatly improved since that day, (can 
the same be said of its political prosperity 7) would there be any diffi- 
culty in inducing the legislature to restore that office?) Perhaps the 
mere naming the subject to some member might be sufficient ; if not, I 
should be gl: ad to see yourself and the other religious edicors of the 
State exerting the influence of the press towards that end. 

German Protestant Episcopal Church—At a meeting, held in New- 
York, on the 2d January, of Germans favorable to the doctrines and 
worship of the P. E. Church, a congregation was formed and a vestry 
elected, with the corporate title of the German Episcopal Church of St. 
Timothy. Thus has a commencement been made toward the religious 
and moral improvement of a Jarge and interesting portion of our for- 
eigners, natives or descendants of those who have left the land of Luther, 
and whe tind the true Protestant faith for which he contended embodied 
in our articles and liturgy, and maintained by our clergy. An edition 
of the morning and evening prayer in the German laneuage, and also 
of the Catechism of the Protestant Episcopal Church, are in a course 
of publication, and will, we trust, materially aid the zealous efforts of 
Mr. Mills for the instruction and spiritual benefit of his countrymen.— 
Churchinan. 
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Olden Time.—Extract from the reply of the Rev. Theophilus Picker. 
ing, to the invitation of the second parish in Ipswich, now Essex, to settle 
with them in the ministry, June 21. 1725: 

“We all know that a minister cannot live creditably without consider- 
able expences ; and we also know what was wont to be a middling salary 
formerly, ina moderate value, is now equivalent to an 150 or an 160 
pounds, in our paper mony. Indeed such a sum makes a great sound 
in a man's ears; but ordinary men don’t seriously consider (unless it be 
in case of their own interest) how our province bills are depreciated, nor 
how the price of goods and provisions rises ; and for this reason salary men 
in many towns almost suffer for want, and are constrained to busy them- 
selves in improper employments. I do not speak of it in way of reflec- 
tion, but of pity and compassion. Tis true some places are to be com- 
mended for thei: kindness to their ministers, and it redounds to their 
honor also; as there are different places, so there are different salaries, 
But on the other hand, some ministers submit to live upon other terms 
than in justice they ought to do; and undoubtedly you might find some 
one, whose conditions of agreement would be easier than mine ; for I 
confess, for my own part, I can’t (and I think I ought not) be contented 
unless I have wherewithal conveniently to answer my duties and neces- 
sities, and to furnish me with such helps and advantages, as whereby [ 
might be enabled in my best manner, to serve your true interests, and to 
maintain the character of a minister, as it should be; which, to be sure, 
will nut be displeasing to any of you; for | am confident it would not 
offend you to have your minister a credit to you.”’—Salem paper. 

Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church.—From the 
Catalogue just published, we learn that there are now 86 students, four 
of them from South-Carolina, the rest from 12 other States; that there 
are the following instructors 1 Right Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of the Nature, Ministry, and Polity of the Church, and, ex officio, 
Chairman of the Faculty; Rev. Samuel H. Turner, D. D., Professor of 
Bibilical Learning and the Interpretation of Scripture; Rev. Bird Wil- 
son, D.D., Professor of Systematic Divinity ; Clement C. Moore, LL.D., 
Professor of Oriental and Greek Literature; Rev. Wm. R. Whitting- 
ham, A. M., Professor of Ecclesiastical History, and Dean of the Fa- 
culty; Rev. Saml. Seabury, A.M., Lecturing on the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, and on Moral Science as connected with Theology; Rev. Hugh 
Smith, A. M., having charge of the department of Pastoral Theology 
and Pulpit Eloquence : that the expense of a Student, during the semi- 
nary year, for boarding, washing, fuel, and lights, is about one hundr d 
dollars—there is no charge for room rent and tuition: that there are in 
the Library 5,249 volumes: and that there has been an increase of 
students, thus—in 1829, 26; in 1836, 90. 

Increase of Ministers’ Salaries—Two Episcopal Churches in Pbhila- 
del phia, within the last few weeks, have increased the salaries of their 
pastors, on the very ground of the great advance in the price of all ar- 
ticles on which a family must subsist. One thing is very certain, that 
men who give their whole thoughts, and time, and labour, to the promo- 
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tion of the spiritual good of the people, ought to be free from harassing 
care and anxiety how they are to meet their necessary expenditures. 
Their compensation is ordinarily adjusted to the lowest possible esti- 
mate of their presumed wants ; it is sometimes the scantiest provision 
for the supposed necessaries of life. And this is often complained of 
as a burden, and is reluctantly paid—if it be not sometimes actually 
withheld—or at least retained long after it is due. But out of this, the 
minister must be always ready to exercise the rites of hospitality, and 
be an example of benevolence in giving to the support of the poor, and 
toward the spread of the Gospel ; and perhaps his own congregation are 
the foremost in exacting from him compliance with these Scriptural de- 
wands! Under the circumstances actually existing, it is a general rule 
that ministers get into debt; are reduced to the most mortifying straits ; 
lay out of their money at the worst advantage ; and make no provision 
for old age, or for their families when they are called to leave them by 
death. Surely this is wrong ; especially when in this couutry it is so 
completely in the power of the Churches to make an adequate compen- 
sation. There is one aspect of this whole subject, which it is highly in- 
cumbent on the Churches to consider at the present time. The increased 
activity of business and other causes, have enlarged individual wealth, 
and enormously advanced the price of every article necessary for the support 
and comfort of life. Hence all persons, who can control the price of 
their own labour and service, have found it necessary, and have availed 
themselves of the necessity, to meet the extraordinary demand by a 
corresponding rise in their own wages. But there is one class of men 
who have not the power to adjust their incomes to this new and increas- 
ingly trying state of things. These are all who live on a fixed annual 
salary, adjusted some time back. Many of these, as cashiers, clerks, &c. 
can, more easily than others, secure an increased compensation. But 
of all others, the must helpless are the ministers of the Gospel. They 
are the last to be considered; and the last to press their own wants. 
But how shall they, who barely subsisted before, now meet the exces- 
sive demands upon their means! Shall they meet, and “ combine,” and 
“strike?” This will not do. And yet, while all others raise their 
prices upon each other,—the accumulated increase falls heaviest on the 
head of the clergyman, who pays, or contracts to pay, from 25 to 50 per 
cent. more than he did five years ago, for house rent, fuel, provisions &c. 
How shall he be relieved ? Iam happy to state that some congregations 
have nobly moved in this matter; and have justly judged, in a common 
sense mode, that if it takes almost 50 per cent. more to support a family 
than it did five years ago, then ministers cannot, any more than other 
men, live as cheaply as they did then; and if it be right to raise the 
price of provisions and houses, there can be nothing very foolish or 
sinful in meeting the rise, by taking the most convenient way to assist 
their ministers to pay it—LHpiscopal Recorder. 

St. Philip’s Church—The Rev. Abraham Kaufman, who has been 
for some months officiating as temporary Assistant Minister, was, on 
the 31st December, duly elected the Assistant Minister: the Rev. Mr. 
Daniel Cobia having resigned, in consequence of his ill state of health. 
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St. Andrew's Church, Richmond, N.Y—This edifice, more than 195 
years old, has lately heen repaired and improved ; and the occasion was 
embraced to consecrate it, as, at the time of its erection, there being no 
Bishop in this country, the lice was, of course, not performed, 

Offerings of the Church.—A parish of 40 families, in western New. 
York, recently a missionary station, has raised curing the year, in the 
congregation, $251, and the Sunday-school $29: total, $310. 

Notice of our Church.—The American Branch of our Church, is rising 
every day in power, in importance, in interest. The members and min- 
isters of it, arc doing all in their power to form a learned clergy : they 
are buying largely the most valuable divinity. Their exertions are be- 
youd praise, and far, very far, beyond their strength. Every year sends 
several zealous iabourers, worn down almost to the grave, to seek for a 
little rest, and a little change, that they may return to their work with 
more power and energy. How many admirable men have we e already 
thus seen: howtruly v: aluable and delightful have their visits been ; and 
how precious will be those remembrances, when we shall, but too pro- 
bably, ‘‘ see their faces no more.” — british Magazine. 

Christian Zeal.—British Christians are doing much, more perhaps 
than all the world beside, for the promotion of Protestantism and Chris- 
tianity. Bjot Britain from the map of the world, aud remove British 
Chri-tians from the instrumentalities of truth and religion, and then 
would be extinguished one of the chief luminaries of C hvistendeds 
There are mighty minds at work there ; aud a great army of evangelical 
Christians, constrained by the love of Christ, are vigorously engaged i in 
benevolent and religious efforts, which are astonishing the world by 
their extent, and confounding infidelity by their success.— President Fisk. 

The first translation of the Old Testament into Modern Greek.—P arts 
of this work had been previously done, but it is lately completed, by the 
translation of the twelve minor Prophets. 


<20lt0=— 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
By the Rt. . William Meade, in Christ Church, Norfolk, Mr. Thomas Atkinson, 


Junr., was admit i to the Holy Order of Deacons, on Friday evening, the 18th Nov. 
By the Rt. Ri B. T. Onderdonk, D. D., in Trinity C hurch, Brooklyn. The Rev. 

D V.M. leineen, Deacon, Minister of the Parish, was admitted to the Holy Order of 

Priesis. 

By the Rt Rev. Dr. Brownell, in St. Michael’s Church, Naugatuck. Conn. The Rev. 
Thomas Savage, M.D., Missionary to Africa, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 
CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH. 

3y the Rt. Rev. Dr. Doane, on November 1, All Saints’ Day,—St. Paul’s Church, 


Hoboken. 


+0 @ BO«:- 
CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY. 
2. Purification of B. V. Mary. 12. Ist Sunday in Lent. 
5. Quinquagesima Sunday. 19. 2d Sunday in Lent. 24, St. Matthaas. 
8. Ash Wednesday. 26. 3d Sunday m Lent, 
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